Maples, Holly
Culture War
Conflict, Commemoration and the Contemporary Abbey Theatre
Oxford, Bern, Berlin, Bruxelles, Frankfurt am Main, New York, Wien, 2011. XII, 282 pp.
Reimagining Ireland. Vol. 29
Edited by Eamon Maher
Print:

ISBN 978-3-0343-0137-4 pb. (Softcover)
SFR 60.00 / €* 45.20 / €** 46.40 / € 42.20 / £ 38.00 / US$ 63.95

eBook:

ISBN 978-3-0353-0161-8
SFR 63.20 / €* 50.22 / €** 50.64 / € 42.20 / £ 38.00 / US$ 63.95

Order online: www.peterlang.com
Book synopsis
The Irish National Theatre Society began its centenary in 2004 with ambitious theatrical events at home and abroad. By the end of the year,
however, the company was close to financial ruin, culminating in its dissolution and subsequent reestablishment. The financial crisis was only
one element of controversy during the centenary year. During this period, the remit of the Abbey Theatre as a house for the performance of
Irish identity and new Irish writing was brought into question. While debates unfolded over the artistic and financial crises, many commentators
queried the very nature of, or need for, a national theatre in twenty-first-century Ireland.
Examining organizational issues such as finance and public policy, as well as wider questions about the representation of Irishness on the
national stage and the shaping of collective memory through commemoration, this book questions the way that the private concerns of the
Irish National Theatre reflect greater issues within Irish society. Drawing together personal interviews, government documents, media sources
and comparative studies from the history of the Republic, the author interweaves current and past crises of the Abbey Theatre with the social,
cultural and financial anxieties of an evolving Ireland.
Contents
Contents: Centennial Celebrations: The Production of Commemoration - The Past is Myself: A History of Commemoration and the Abbey
Theatre - Representing the Nation: The Politics of Programming and the Abbey Theatre - Spreading the Nation: The Abbey Theatre on Tour A Space for the Nation: The Abbey Theatre's Architecture of Memory - Financing the Nation: The Politics of Mismanagement and the Abbey
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